	MMUnion Environmental Aspects, Impacts and Actions – Updated September 2010


	Environmental Aspect
	Environmental Impact
	Action


	Priority

	PROCUREMENT

Union wide purchasing of consumables, equipment and furnishings.
	Deforestation

Habitat destruction

Pollution
Resource depletion

Genetic pollution

Waste 

Toxins

Support of unethical trading practices


	· Establish a uniform set of environmental criteria to be used in negotiating all purchasing contracts to be incorporated into financial regulations. 

· Increase use of recycled paper and use of paper with higher recycled content 
· Increase purchase of recycled stationery items for internal use. 

· Investigate refurbishment of existing items; before replacing.


	Urgent
Medium 

Low 

Completed

	ENERGY USE

Lighting

Heating

Cooling

Office Equipment

Venue Equipment

Catering/Bar Equipment

House services


	Climate change
Pollution

Waste 

Toxins

Resource depletion


	· Install efficient lighting fixtures in all MMUnion buildings in liaison with MMU

· Take pre-emptive measures during building works to minimize energy needs

· Inform all staff of energy awareness actions

· Re-issue Lighting and Equipment Responsibility Plan

· Re-issue Close Down Procedure

· Stickers on A/C units regarding efficient use


	Urgent

Medium 

Low

Completed

	WATER USE
Toilet facilities

Catering

Bars

Staff drinking water

House services


	Waste 

Toxins

Resource depletion

Support of unethical trading practices


	· Retrofit old plumbing fixtures with new, water-saving devices

· Increase conservation awareness among students and staff to reduce demand e.g. dripping tap stickers

· Investigate plumbed in water supply for officers and staff or alternative ethical provider of bottled water


	Urgent

Medium 

Low

Completed


	TRANSPORTATION

Union vehicles
Business travel
Staff/Officer travel

Student travel
	Climate change

Pollution

Toxins


	· Continue to charge parking fees for limited staff parking places

· Provide other incentives for car-pooling and the use of public transportation

· Support the needs of cyclists such as secure bike storage and bike to work scheme

· Investigate Whizz-Go Car Scheme for travel where public transport is not suitable.

· To reduce number of site vehicles by 50%.

· Support Manchester City Council in implementation of Congestion Charging Scheme. (Scheme not adopted.)

	Urgent

Medium 

Low

Completed

	FOOD AND DRINK SERVICES

Blue

MancUnion

K2
	Climate change

Pollution

Toxins

Waste 

Support of unethical trading practices


	· Source local suppliers via NUSSL and increase the use of recycled and reusable utensils and cutlery

· Enhance existing responsible disposal methods; such as composting.


	Urgent

Medium 

Low

	SOLID WASTE AND RECYCLING

The Met
Offices

Retail

House services

	Pollution

Toxins

Waste 

Resource depletion


	· Appoint a recycling coordinator champion whose responsibilities would include:

     Expanding and monitoring the recycling program

     Fostering greater staff/student involvement in recycling and   reuse

· Encourage stricter enforcement of recycling policies in house services staff.
· Continue to monitor waste disposal processes to minimize environmental impact and procurement and disposal costs

· Continue to keep thorough records of waste production and disposal methods

· Tightly monitor compliance with government regulations.
	Urgent

Medium 

Low

Completed

	ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES

Engagement with MMU

Engagement with members


	Climate change

Pollution

Toxins

Waste 

Support of unethical trading practices

Resource depletion

Genetic pollution

Deforestation

Habitat destruction


	· Continue to work with MMU in support of embedding sustainability into the curriculum. President on Sustainability Board
· Continue to work with People and Planet and to support an active P&P student group.

	Urgent

Medium 

Low

Completed

	GENERAL
	Climate change

Pollution

Toxins

Waste 

Support of unethical trading practices

Resource depletion

Genetic pollution

Deforestation

Habitat destruction


	· Conduct an environmental audit every two years

· Improve record keeping in all departments to enhance ease and breadth of future audits

· Support for Carbon Ambassador Project


	Urgent

Medium 

Low

Completed


